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at could have been done more t0 

= 2» Yincgard, that I have not done 
in it? Wherefore when I looked 

that it ſhould bring forth Grapes, 
brought it forth wild Grapes? 


Book we 


ave. a mbſt melancholy Ac- 


Hr 


count of the wretched Degeneracy of 


8 he Jeuiſh Nation, and of the grievous Cor- 


options which almoſt univerſally prevail'd 

mongſt them: * Ab finful Nation, a People 

aden with Tniquity, a Seed of euil Doers, 

: Children that gre Gorrupters, they baue for- 

len the Lord, they have provoked the Holy 

HO of Vael unte Anger, they are gane awpy 
packward, is the mournful Deſcription the 
Wer gives us of - that People, + | 
a 


been viſited with the 1 


or their Sins: Their Country unt 
leir Cities burnt with Fire: Their La 


traugers devour'd it in their Preſence, and 
t was deſoſate, as overthrown by Strangers: 
ret they continu'd unreform'd, and did not 
pent of their Wickedneſs, tho they ſo ſeverely 

A 2 ſmarted 


* Chap. i. ver. 4. 


( 4.) 
ſmarted for it. Why ſhould ye be flricken 
any more? Ye will revolt mere and mort. 


The Numbe 
was very ſmall. The Daughter of Zion was 
left as a Cottage in a Vineyard, as a Lodge in 
a Garden of Cucumbers, as a beſieg'd City 
The Generality of them were growyn out- 
ragiouſly vile. Except the Lord of Hoſts hai 
57 us a very ſmall Remnant, we ſhould haw 
been as Sodom, and we ould" have been like 
unto" Gomorrah. Notwithſtanding their abo- 
minable Crimes, they 'retain'd an outward 
Form of Religion, and, probably, imagind 
thereby to atone for their Sins: But God wa 
ſo far from being pleas d with ſuch vai, 
Hypocritical Pretences, that, on the contrary, 
he look'd upon them as an Aggravation d 
their Wickedneſs. Bring no mort vain 0). 
lations, faith the Lord; Incenſe is an Aboni- 
nation unto me; the New- Moons and Sabbath; 
the Calling of Aﬀembli es I cannot away with; 
it is even the ſolemn Meeting. Yar 
Neu- Moons, and Foals appointed Feaſts, m 
Soul *hateth': " T bey are a Trouble unto me, 7 
am weary to bear them. And when ye [pred 
forth your Hands, I will bide mine 5 fron 
you : Yea, "when ye make many Prayers, I ui 
not hear: Your Hands are full of Blu 
Thoſe Acts of Religion, which are perform 
by Men of wicked Lives, are fo far fron 
being acceptable unto Go, that, on tle 


contrary, t. o are Highly dilpleafing os 


him, | 


Cf 


r- of good People” amorrg them 


hy + yn © [OY 8 8 ET 1 


(5) 


1 the Words of my Text ** Fewiſh 
Nation is compar d unto a Vineyard. They 
wete the Viſible Church, the Profeſſing People 
of Gop, peculiarly related to him, and 
bleſs'd which the Means of Grace and irn 
tion, when the reſt of the World was over- 
ſpread with Darkneſs and Idolatry : For the 

Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts is the Hauſe of 
Tfrael, and the Min of Judab his pleaſant 
Plant. "This Vineyard was planted in @ very 
fruitful Hill. He fenced it, and gather” 'd out 
the Stones thereof, and planted it with tbe 
cboiceſt Vine, and built a Tower in the Midſt 


ain, F it, and alſo made a Wine-Preſs therein. 
ary, It had every Advantage that could be deftr'd 
n of Wi to render it a fertile Spot of Ground ; and a 
0. Tower was erected in it, to prevent the De- 


W . 52 of Robbers. The Owner thereof 
ad Reaſon to expect that it would have 
brought forth choice Grapes; but, to his 


Yor great Grief and Diſappointment, it brought 
6, mL forth wild Grapes, ſour, Mets” unwholſome 
me, | Fruit. Ca" 1 | 1% Ber 
ſpreul . 3 | 1 30 
s fn rur Situation of the Fews, with reſpect 
I * to the Almighty, very much reſembled ours; 
Blodd. 


only that our 1 5 5 are greater, and 
our Privileges. much higher, on theirs. 


I 1NTEND, therefore, in the following 
Diſcourſe, to point out, 


2 


(s) 


A; Some of thoſe many Advantages we of 

this Nation have been bleſs'd with. 

What could have been done more to my 
Vineyard, that 1 have not done in it? 


II. Wrar bad Returns we have made to 
the Almighty for his great and diſtin- 


guiſhing Goodneſs, I bertfore when I 


looked that it ſhould bring forth Grape, 
brought it forth wild Grapes? oO 


III. ConcrLupt with an Application of 
T 


I. I AN to point out ſome of, &c. 


I. Ws enjoy many temporal Bleflings, 
conferr d upon us by the Supreme Governor 
of all Things. We inhabit a Country greatly 
enrich d by the Bounties of Divine Providence; 
a Land (as the Scripture emphatically ex- 
Preſſeth it) flowing with Mitk and Honey; 
and producing, generally, Abundance of moſt 
of the Neceſſaries and .Conveniencies of Lite. 
By means of a large and extenfive Trade, we 
are alſo able to import whatever is uſeful and 
valuable in other Countries of the World. 
We live in an land moſt happily fituated for 
Commerce, and for Defence againſt the 
Invaſion of Foreign Enemies, as they cant 
approach us but by Sea. Our Climate alſo 1 
temperate, neither ſcorch'd with — 

15 eat, 


(7) 
Heat, nor pinch'd with very ſevere Cold, 
= unleſs at. ſome extraordinary Seaſons, which 
ſeldom laſt long. This we ſhould look upon 
as a very great Bleſſing. Thoſe Countries, 
which are ſubject to either ot theſe Extremes, 
muſt be very troubleſome to live in. | 


WE 2. We have a Form of Government 
- wiſely calculated to ſecure ns in the Pofleflioy 
I WW of the above-mention'd Bleflings. We are 
„dot govern'd by the arbitrary, uncontroulable 


= Will of one Man, but by Laws fram'd with 
© the Concurrence of Perſons choſen by our- 
ſelves. Many Countries of the Globe groan 
under the heavy, galling Yoke of arbitrary 
Power. Their Lives and Properties are at 
che Diſpoſal of thoſe who rule them with a 
Rod of Iron, and whoſe. tender Mercies are 


15 WE cruel; who inſult and oppreſs them with un- 
not Wh celenting Rigour and Severity. They are 
atly compell'd, upon the higheſt Penalties, to pro- 
ace; Wl fefs a Religion which, perhaps, their Con- 
*ſciences abhor as corrupt and idolatrous, and 
e, have no other Choice but ſuffering a cruel 
mol: i Death. On the contrary, we are happily 
= exempted from. thoſe tyrannical Impoſitions, 


and enjoy a mild, legal Government, 


Bur, 3dly, what is by far the greateſt and 
moſt important of all Bleſſings, we have the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel ſhining upon us. 
We have the Scriptures. (thoſe Fountains of 
laying Truth) in our own Language. The 


N | Goſpel 


() 
el is Sreach'd amongſt us in its native 
Porty, and free from Human Additions or 
Cotruptions; and (if it be not our own Fault) 
we may, to our unſpeakable Comfort and 
Advantage, experience it the Power of God 
unto Salvation. Many Nations of the World 
are deſtitute of that great Bleſſing. They lie 

in Darkneſs and the Shadow of cath, while 
we have Light in our Dwellings, and, the 
Lamp of Sacred, Divine Knowledge to guide 
our Feet into the Way of Life and Peace, 
We need not be at a'Lofs how to Gbtain the 
Favour of Gon, and fecure a bleſſed Immor- 
taliey. It is cleatly revear'd to us in the 
Sacred Pages, ſo 'that he 2000 runs muy read, 
| We need not now anxiouſly enquire, Where: 
| with ſhall I come before the Lord, and boy 
| myſelf. before the High God? We learn from 
the: Sacred Oracles, that be gave his onl- 
| 
| 


Go 
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| bepotten' Son to be "the Propitiation. for our 
| Sins, to atone for our Guilt, and brin . 
near by the Blood of his Croſs. We have t ere i 
alſo many exceearng great and precious us Pro- 
mier of the Dieine Aſſiſtancę 20 help, our 
Infirmitics.' His Spirit will be given, and his for 
Grace imparted, to purify our polluted Souls, 
if we humbly and earneſtly defire it. We 
are not left to the Weakneſs, of our own un- eur 
aſſiſted Nature, but may be endu'd with Power fl rep 
from on higb, and conquer all the Oppoſition fei 
of Sin and Satan br him that loveth us. It and 
tempotal Bleſſings (which are confin'd to this No 
—_ 8 tain Lie joſtly demand a thankful er 
ne 


(9) 


Wo thoſe which have fo cloſe a Connection with 
our everlaſting Welfare: Certainly, the En- 
Joyment of them challengeth the ſincereſt 


| 

Returns of Love and Gratitude. What could 
© God have done more for his Vineyard, that be 
. _ bath not done in it? He hath afforded us 
aul the Means neceſſary to our eternal Salva- 
ton; fo that we ſhall be utterly n 
% | ** if We fall ſhort of it. 
„u. 1 Av to, confider what Returns we 
. have made to the Almighty for his great and 
55 diſtinguiſning Goadneſs, Wherefore when I 
| 5 hg dex it ſhould bring . forth Grapes, 
*% Wrought it forth wild 88 2 Ils not this 
» rity applicable to us? Haye we not 
m bought forth in great Plenty the wild Grapes 
4. i of Sin and Error? Deiſm and Infidelity 
. i make a rapid Progreſs among us. The 
1s cChhriſtian Religion is apenly attack'd, and 


Wimpiouſly blaſphem'd, by Multitudes of de- 
luded * wha deny the Lord that 
bought them. There are Clubs and Societies 


our 
his orm d in our Metropolis, on purpoſe to carry 
uls, on the Cauſe of Infidelity, and make Proſe- 


Uytes to their deteſtable Scheme. They treat 
four Holy Religion as a groſs Impoſture, and 
Fepreſent the Bleſſed Author of it as a De- 


2 

tion Nreiver of Mankind. Others (viz. the Arians 
f. and Socinians) oppoſe the Divinity of our 
this MLoxp Jzsvs, Which is the eſſential, funda- 


nental Aue of it, * thereby ftrive to 


rob 


Acknowledgement. from us, much more do 


* 5 rr 7 — — -——_ 
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: 2 4 5 Occaſion. Sur 


(wo) 
rob us of all our Comfort and Hopes of Sal- 


vation from him; for, if he had not been 
ſtrictly and properly Gop as well as Man, 


how could he have aton'd and fatisfied fs 
our Sins, and conquer'd thoſe mighty Ene- 
mies that are leagu'd againſt us * 


Bur, ſuppoſing Men to be never ſo Fm 
dox and right in their Notions with regard to 
Chriſtianity in' general, or any particular 
Poctrines therepf, what will that avail, if 
our Lives are inconſiſtent with our ſacred 
Profeflion? To pretend that we now God, 
when awe deny him by our Works, will only 
draw upon us the ur Guilt, and expoſe us 
to the heavier Condemnation, Don't Num- 
bers among us difhonour the Chriſtian Cha- 
racter by their wicked, unchriſtian Live? 


Does not all Manner of Vice prevail to ſuch 


a Degree, as almoſt, like a Torrent, to carry 
all before it ? What groſs Intemperance and 
Exceſs? What Luxury and Pride, Riot and 
Debauchery * How often is the Marriage 
Bed defil'd without Remorſe or Shame 
What dreadful Imprecations are made uſe of 
in Men's common Diſcourſe > How 3 is the 
facred Name of Gop e 'd upon every 

ely, it is a Sin of a 


very deep Dye, and calls loudly for the Di. 
yine Vengeance upon thoſe who idly and 
wantonly abuſe that adorable Name. Com- 
mon Swearing prepares Men for wilful, de- 


liberate Perjufy. When * get a Habit > 


Ca linz 


So 
15 
LI 


(mm) 

calling God to Witneſs to every Impertinence, 
they loſe all Reverence for him, and are 
earfily drawn to the Commiſſion of that 
borrid Sin; for ſuch it undoubtedly is, Per- 
? jury is not only a very daring Affront to the 
H Fs but alſo exceeding pernicious to 
Human Society, as it tends to diſſolve one of 
f dhe ſtrongeſt Bands which can unite Man- 
End. How exceſſively fond are many Per- 
ons of Gaming, to the Neglect, and, very 
often, the Ruin, of their temporal Affairs. 
4» hey. facrifice the Peace of their Minds, and 
the Welfare of themſelves and F amilies, to 
: Wthat criminal, accurſed Paſſion, There have 
been fad Inſtances of Men who ventur'd all 
| they poſſes d in the World upon the Chance 
i of a Card or a Die, and loſt it. Upo n Re- 
eqdion of what they had done, 1 255 have 
} peen ſo ſtung with a Senſe of their Guilt and 


oh as to lay violent Hands upon themſelves, 
it] end in a Fit of Diſtraction put an End to 
ui Wheir wretched Lives. At beſt, it is Time 


I aſted, and a precious Talent ſquander'd and 
: bus d. How deplorably is the Sabbath- Day 


O 
-- 
mc erverted from its original Intention! We 


e ſtrictly commanded to keep it boly, and 
ledicate it to the Worſhip of Gop and Re- 
gious Exerciſes. We are forbid to find 
ur own Pleaſure, or to ſpeak our own Words, 
n bis Holy Day. But how often is it made 
Seaſon of Pears and Diverſion, or of 
Application to Worldly Bufineſs Many 
crlons (who ought to ſet good Examples to 
B 2 others) | 


(a) 

others) commonly begin their Journeys, 
without any Neceſſity, on that Day, and 
thereby declare what little Regard they hay: 
to its Inſtitution, There are Multitudes who 
ſeldom or never attend Divine Worſhip; and 
ſome, who do attend, ſhew very little Senſe 
of real Piety and inward Devotion, by their 
indecent, trifling Behaviour. Fewer {lil 
receive the Memorials of our Bleſſed Lord! 
Sufferings exhibited in the Sacrament, tho 
expreſly requir*d to do it by his dying Com. 
mand, They quiet their Confciences with 
vain Excuſes, and go on from Year to Ver 
in the Neglect of that important Duty and 
bleſſed Privilege. Others, again, are inf 
tiably greedy after Earthly Things : They 
add Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field, but 
Have little or no Regard for their immori 
Concerns, their everlaſting Intereſts, Hov 
few are there who come up to the Standa 


of Heathen Morality, and are careful not t 

do to another what they would not anothe 

ſhould do unto them, who are free from Ad 
of Oppreflion and Injuſtice, and conſtant hu 
| ſpeak the Truth from their Hearts, They G. 
are fewer ſtill whoſe Hearts and Lives a8 tm: 
devoted to Gop, influenc'd and govern'd Wl for 
the Spirit of Chriſtianity ; who love the Lo tan 
| 2 in Sincerity, and ſtudy to walk . wi 
e alſo walked; whoſe Affections are W am 
upon Things above, who are cracified un are 
the World, and the World crucified ut — 
ert 


them; who can teſtify, the Life I live 4 


(la) | 

Fleſh, I ive 5 the Faith of the Sen of God. 
This is the Character of every real Chriſtian. 
In vain do we pretend to be of that Number, 
unleſs we experience the Operation of Divine 
Grace purifying and renewing our inmoſt 
Souls, and producing a fuitable Converſation. 
The T emper of our Minds, and the Tenour 
of our Lives, muſt be ſuch as the-Golpel 
requires, if we hope for the glorious, im- 
menſe Rewards it promiſeth to all its fincere 
Profeſſors. The great Defign of Chriſtiani 
is to convert our fallen, Baal Souls, and 10 
us for the Joys of Eter nity. Where it 's 
| cordially and truly entertained in an honeſt 
| and good Heart, it is productive of theſe 

blefſed Effects. It fills the Soul with the 
pureſt Delights in this Life, and prepares it 
_o the Glory and Happineſs of the next. 


ual ain. therefore, in the third and laſt 
Place, a an Application of the Whole. 


Ws are call'd upon by Authority to 
humble ourſelves this Day before Almighty 
God, on account of our heinous Sins and 
manifold Provocations. There is great Rea- 
ſon to fear that, without a National 

tance and Reformation, we may be viſited 
with ſome ſore Judgments, and made Ex. 
amples of Divine Juſtice, - When a People 
are-grown incurably wicked and corrupt, and 
have lighted the Mercies and Favours con- 
ferr'd upon them, it has been the Method of 
a Providence 


1 
0 
* 
| 
1 
| 

8 
+} 
1 
| 

| 

1 
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(14) 


Providence, in all Ages, to inflict ſome ſevete 


Puniſhment upon ſuch, in order to bring 


them to a proper Senſe of their Sins, and 


prevent their eternal Ruin. Judgment 15 


call'd God's ſtrange: Work, it being more 


pleaſing to him to bleſs us with the Tokens 


of his Goodneſs, than ſcourge . and chaſtiſe 
us: Nevertheleſs, the latter is ſometimes 


neceſſary, in order to vindicate the Honour 
of his righteous Laws, which otherwiſe 
would be trampled upon, and diſpoſe the 
Sinner to Amendment, We. are at. preſent 
engag'd in War with an Enemy that is very 
formidable, and greatly incens'd, What may 
be the Event thereof is known only unto him 
bo doth whatſocever_ pleaſeth him in the Armits 


of. Heawv'n, and among the Inhabitants of the 


Earth. Our Forces by Sea or Land will be 
but a weak Defence and Protection to us 
without his Almighty Aid. and Favour 
Commanders may be treacherous 'or coward- 
ly, and betray thoſe whom they ought to 
defend. We have hitherto no great Reaſon 
to boaſt of Succeſs, Our Schemes have beech 
diſappointed, and our Enemies have gain'd 
conſiderable Advantages over us. A Scarcity 
of the Neceſſaries of Life has alſo been ſe- 


verely felt by the Poor of this Land. If 


Providence had not remarkably interpoſed in 


our Fayour by a ſudden Alteration of the 


Weather laſt Harveſt, the Diſtreſs muſt have 
been much greater, and the Effects wer 
fatal. If the heavy Rains bad continu d 

3 5 a 


_ 


lona 


PW 5. 

a Title longer, the Fruits of the Earth muſt 
= have been abſolutely deſtroy'd, and a Famine 
enſu'd. To avert fo great a Calamity, it is 
highly neceſſary for us to be deeply humbled 
= for cur Sins againſt our Great Benefactor and 
Preſerver, and confeſs them with penitent 
and contrite Hearts. Let us alſo reſolve (b 
che Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace) to forſake 
our evil Ways, and turn unto the Lord, from 
whom we have grievouſly revolted. Let us 
not think it enough to put on a little Seriouſ- 
W neſs for a ſingle Day, in Compliance with 
Authority, and then return to our former 
E Sins and Follies, That would be only trifling 
with Gop, and deceiving our own Souls. 
on the contrary, may the Impreſſion be deep 
and laſting, and produce a ſincere Reforma- 
tion and Change of Life. Let us reflect 
upon the Obligations we are under to love 
and obey our Heavenly Father, in Point of 


- Duty, Gratitude, and Intereſt, temporal and 
0 eternal. He can puniſh us for our Sins in 
his World by his awful Viſitations, by de- 
cn priving us of the Comforts of Life, and 


ſending the Sword or the Plague, thoſe Mi- 
niſters of his Vengeance, to deſtroy us: And 
(what is infinitely more terrible ſtill) he can 
doom us to the nethermoſt Hell, and conſign 
us over to everlaſting Torments. We ſhould; 
therefore, be afraid of offending him, and 
incurring his righteous Diſpleaſure, ſeeing we 
can't fly from his Preſence, or abide his In- 
pionation, Let us fand in Awe, and fon fog 

More 


(16) 

More eſpecially, let a Senſe of bis great Lore 
to Mankind, manifeſted in ſuch a Variety of 

Inſtances, conſtrain us to devote our Lives to 
his Honour and Glory. His Goodneſs 33 
immenſe: We daily and hourly experience it 
in thoſe many Bleſſings we receive from him ; 
but it ſhines forth with a peculiar Luſtre in 
the wonderful Work of our Redemption, 
He gave his only-begatten Son to die a 88. 
crifice for our Sins, and ſuffer, the Juſt fir 
the Unjuſt, that he might bring us to Gul, 
Through Faith in his atoning Blood, and 
infinitely meritorious Righteouſneſs, we may Wl 
receive the Forgiveneſs of all our Sins and 
moſt heinous Provocations, and attain a ſweet 
and comfortable Aſſurance of the Favour of i 
Gop., Our Redemption by. Chriſt is h 
higheſt poſſible Inſtance of the Divine Com- 
paſſion and Regard to ſinful Creatures, M 
we not only yield our Aſſent to that faith 
Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, bull 
alſo find our Hearts inflam'd with Love ani 
Gratitude to the Almighty for his jneſtimabkil 
Grace. Love is the moſt noble and generouſ 
Principle of Obedience. It will enable vs vl 
perform the moſt difficult Duties, and mol 
painful to Fleſh and Blood. Since he ha 
been graciouſly. pleas'd to give us ſuch incol- 
teftable Proofs of his Goodwill, let us nd 
de ſo wicked, ſo monſtrouſly ungrateful, 4 
wilfully to perſiſt in a State of Sin and Re 
bellion, and make him our Enemy. Ms 
we be deeply ſenfible of our. paſt Trani. 
grefſion 
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TJ vreflions, our Abuſe of his great Goodneſs, 
and humbly aſk Forgiveneſs for the Sake of 
our Bleſſed Redeemer and Advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. Let 
Jus, above all Things, be olicitous to get an 
Intereſt in his Merits and Propitiation, that our 
Souls may be eternally happy. Let us diſclaim 
ll Hope of Salvation for the ſake of any 


„ 5 I orks or Righteouſneſs of our Own, and 
" Wikccept of it, with all Humility and Thank- 
, Hulneſs, as the unmerited Gift of Gop, and 


ee Purchaſe of our Lord's bitter Sufferings. 
Wn ſtrict Juſtice we deſerve everlaſting Miſery 
Wn account of original and actual Tranſ- 
eeſſion, committed againſt the cleareſt Light, 


* d the moſt engaging Motives to a contrary 
Wondut ; and there is no other Way of 


ping that dreadful Doom, but by a 
Wnely and ſingere Application to the Son of 
os, who has anſwer'd all the Demands of 


ine Juſtice, made full Satisfaction for all 


Wc Offences againſt the Majeſty of Heaven, 


r. Wd obtain'd Mercy and Salvation for peni- 
3 nt, Self- condemn'd Sinners, who come unto 
rob, by a lively Faith. We have to do with | 
Ws f op of infinite Mercy and boundleſs Com- 
4 (lon, who willeth not the Ruin and Deſtruc- 
16 a of his Creatures, butrather their Happineſs 
inch Salvation: Yet he will by no means c/earthe 
us nd ity, or extend his ſaving Mercy to obſti- 
. [penitent Tranſgreſſors, who go on in 
| Ir evil Ways, © * have nothing tO 5 
F | we 


for but the moſt dreadful and aggravated 
Mifery in a future State. Hear ye the Ru 
then, and who hath appointed it. Gon ſpeaks Bi 
to us by his Judgments, and by the ſmall, Bl 
ſtill Voice of his Spirit. Let us not ſlight hi 3 
warning Voice, or harden our Hearts again: BW 
his gracious Calls; 3 but with penitential Sor. 
row, and unfeign'd Humility, acknowledg: BW 
our Sins and Unworthineſs, and implore hs Js 
forgiving Mercy. Let us alſo pray for th: 
Welfare and Proſperity of our Country, tht BY 
Piety may lift up its languid, declining Head; 
that real-Chriſtianity may ſhine forth in or BY 
Lives and Converfationsz and that we my 
no longer diſgtace the beſt Religion, by com- 
mitting ſuch Crimes as an honeſt Heathe 
would bluſh at. Let us pray that our Cond: Wi 
flick be not remov'd, and the Kingdom il 
e taken from us, and given to a © Nat L 
ng forth the Fruits thereof. This E 
10 4 the Caſe with many famous Churcæ 
and Countries. When the Means of Graf; 
and Salvation are ungratefully abus'd, tho 
precious Jewels are taken from ſuch as od, 
trample them under their Feet, and have ol 
Senſe of their ſurpaſſing Worth and Ex [ 
lence. May we then live as Children of 
Light and of the Day, and no _ 
Fellowſhip with the unfrui ful Mort: 
Darkneſs. It will be our Wiſdom fo to 
if we regard only the Peace and Comfort 
this preſent Life; but much more, if ſi 
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take Eternity into our Account, and conſider 


| L | the fatal Conſequence of a miſpent Life. 
our Behaviour in this World will influence our 
everlaſting State, ſince every one of us muſt 


I pror before the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, 
= nd receive for the Things done in the Body, 


- cccording to what ue have done, whether Good 
o % Evil, We ſhall ſtand at his awful Bar, 
and be ſentencd by him to endleſs Joy or 
he Misery. What infinite Reaſon have we to 
hit get our Souls prepar'd for that unutterably 
ad; Important Day, the Terrors of which will 
o nake the ſtouteſt Sinner tremble, if found 


ut of Chriſt, and deſtitute of a Part 
his precious Atonement. O that Mer 
ere wiſe then, that they underſivod this, 
g confider'd their latter End! The 
orſt of Sinners may now (by the Grace of 
Pop)] find Mercy; but if they reject the 
fers of Divine Love, and go on to provoke 
im, they will certainly be overwhelm'd 
a ith everiaſting Shame and Sorrow, May 
ee Proſpe& of Glory, Honour, and Immor- 
St, promis'd to the Righteous, engage us 
a patient Continuance in Well-doing, and 

e Dread of endleſs Miſery reſtrain us from 
eſumptuous Sin and wilful Wickedneſs. 
lay we improve this ſhort, uncertain Life 
'orks the nobleſt Purpoſes. the Glory of Gop, 
o to d the ſecuring a bleſſed Eternity. There 
mfon e ſhall be fix d beyond the Reach of Sin or 
e, 1 pin. A Tears will be wiffd away from 

* | C2 ä 
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aur Eyes, and Gop himſelf be our everlaſting 
Portion, and excceding great Reward. No- 
thing can make us amends for the Loſs or 
that Happineſs. The Pleaſures f Sin ar- 
but fer à Seaſon, and the Delights of this 
World will quickly vaniſh away, and come 
to a perpetual End. May we aſpire after 
what is more durable and ſolid, and not fore. 
go our Hope of it for the fake of any Enjoy. We 
ment here below. Nothing is ſo com. 
fortable and refreſhing in this World as 2 
lively Expectation of that amazing Happinel, {Ml 
It tends greatly to alleviate the Miſeries of 
Human Life, and ſupport us in the mot 
afflicted State, | 1 


Laſely, Lx us ſend up our fervent Prayes ii 


to the Throne of Grace, that the Calamiti: WM 
of War and Bloodſhed may give Place to i 
ſettled Peace and Tranquility; ht, Natin 
may no longer riſe againſt Nation, or K:ingan 
againſt Kingdom; that their Swords may vi 
zurned into Plough-ſhares, and their Spear 
into Pruning-books; and that every Man nl 
fit under bis own Vine, and under his ol 
Fig- tree, undifturb'd by the Terrors ani 
Alarums of War. It is an Evil that muſt x 
lubmitted to, and indeed is unavoidable in tit 
preſent State of the World, while Men's unru) 
Luſts and Paſhons tyrannize over them, all 
Pride and Ambition are the governing Pin 
ciples. We ſhould pray that the Almighh 
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may direct our Councils, and teach our 
= Senators Wiſdom; that he may give the 
deſir'd Succeſs to his Majeſty's' Arms by Sca 
and Land; that our Commanders may diſtin- 
gaiſh themſelves by their Courage and Con- 
duct, and diſcharge the important Truſt com- 
mitted unto them with Faithfulneſs and Di- 
ügence. Let us eſpecially look up to Gop 
BS for his Bleſſing upon our Undertakings, and 
not truſt in an Arm of Fleſh, or rely upon 
Haman Strength or Policy, leſt by fatal 
ck, {Y Experience: we find it to be a broken Reed. 
We ſhould earneſtly wiſh that the Fear of 
10 op, and a Regard to his holy Name, may 
{influence our Fleets and Armies, and that 
Irreligion and Profaneneſs may no longer pre- 
yes rail among them to the Diſhonour of the 
aitic: Almighty,” and the Grief and Scandal of all 
to 1 od Men: Then we may reaſonably hope 


atin tha: the Deſigns of our Enemies will be 
gd fruſtrated, their Enterprizes prove abortive, 


ay nd the Bleſſings we enjoy continu d and 
Spear : perpetuated to this Land. We have hitherto 
n na een wonderfully preſerved, and reſcu'd from 
is cute open Attacks, and ſecret Plots concerted 


rs aur the depriving us of thoſe Privileges, with 
uſt rhich the good Providence of Gop has fa- 
in d our'd us. We ſhould take Care not to 
until orfeit his Protection by our Sins; but implore 
m, ais Pity and Patience to be longer exerciſed 
g Pingewards us. May we all, from the Higheſt 


ſmigh 


o the Loweſt, humble ourſel ves under his 


mighty 
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mighty Hand, acknowledge and hewail out 
manifold and; heinous Provocations, and be 
determin'd (by his Grace) for the Time to 
come, to renounce and caſt off thoſe Works 
of Iniquity, which are fo offenſive to his 
glorious Eyes, and will end in the eterna] 
Ruin of thoſe who perſiſt in them, and 
madly defy Almighty Vengeance. A Senſe 
ol the Favour of Gop. is the higheſt Bleſſing, 
and the ſweeteſt Cordial in this Life, and more 
to be defir'd than Gold, yea, than much fine Goll 
May we cover it above all other Things, and 
feek it with unwearied Diligence. Let us nd 
fooliſhly prefer every Trifle to that Pearl 
great Price, May we humbly claim it in 
the Name of Chrift, through whom alone 
Sinners can be accepted of God, - juſtified 
in this Life, and fav'd eternally in the next, 


1 


As there will be a Collection for the Poor, 

J hope all, who are able, will contribute to 
hae 1 Relief in this Time of Diſtreſs, when 
the Neceſſaries of Life bear fo high a Price 
This Duty is ſtrongly requir'd, _ enforc' 
upon us by Motives of Compaſſion and Ti 
of Humanity, as well as the expreſs ant 
palitive Commands of Almighty Gop, aul 
the Example of out Redeemer, who in it 
Days of his Fleſh went about doing Good, and 
' was conſtantly exercis'd in Acts of the greatck 
Beneficence to the Souls and Bodies of Mel 
Let us alſo go and do likewiſe according = oul 
owe! 
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Power, and we ſhall in no wiſe loſe our 


Reward. _ We ſhall find the bleſſed Effecks 
of it, perhaps, in this World, and moſt cer. 


| tainly at the Reſurrection of the Juſt, when 


the Judge of Quick and Dead will reckon 
leaſt of his Members, 


NOW to the King Eternal, Immortal, 
Invifible, the only Wife GOD, te 


Honour and Glory, Love and Obedience, 
for ever and ever, Amen, 


The E N D. 


